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Archaeopress. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Charles-Etienne Brasseur de Bourbourg, Premier
Grand Mayaniste de France: 2015, Jean-Marie Lebon, Two hundred years ago, on September 8, 1814, in the
northern French city of Bourbourg, a boy was born into a family of local entrepreneurs connected to the local
political or judicial elite. The young Charles-Etienne Brasseur was lucky to spend days and days in the
impressive library of Alexandre Nicolas Muchembled, the son of his godmother. The reading of exciting travel
books there mapped out the course of his truly adventurous life to come. Although a rebellious schoolboy, he
acquired a huge knowledge in many fields by his omnivorous reading of books and journals. He was also a very
curious young man, delving into the private libraries of the local grand families, resulting in him contributing
many historical articles to newspapers and learned societies. At the age of 24, while still in high school, he
published his first novel. This biography is the first to reveal insights into the many facets of the life of Brasseur;
the extent of his secret activities for the Vatican; his advanced ideas regarding the dual phonetic and
ideographic nature of Mayan writing, as early as 1843-44, and explicitly confirmed by him in May 1852, which he
later dramatically rejected in 1870, thus failing to become the Champollion of Mesoamerica; his continuous
attempts to preserve documents while crossing territories ravaged by civil wars; the immense value of the
manuscripts he saved, like the Tzeltal vocabulary of Copanabastla or the Motul dictionary; his unique
dedication in copying old manuscripts, with the help of his nephews, to be sent to other pioneers of Mayan
studies in Europe and America; his short-lived pioneering work on the Huave (Wabis); details of his six
expeditions to Mesoamerica, often in terrible...
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