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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: .the record of a failure. A good failure oEen teaches more
than the most successful experiment. It took place in the light, in my own room, with only a few private friends
and Mr. Home present. Several circumstances, to which I need not further allude, had shown that the power
that evening was strong. I therefore expressed a wish to witness the actual production of a written message
such as I had heard described a short time before by a friend. Immediately an alphabetic communication was
made as follows: We will try. A pencil and some sheets of paper had been lying on the center of the table;
presently the pencil rose up on its point, and aEer advancing by hesitating jerks to the paper, fell down. It then
rose, and again fell. A third time it tried, but with no better result. AEer three unsuccessful attempts, a small
wooden lath, which was lying near upon the table, slid towards the pencil, and rose a few inches from the table-
the pencil rose again, and propping itself against the lath, the two together made an effort to mark the paper. It
fell, and then a joint eHort was again made. AEer a third trial the lath gave it up, and moved. back to its place,
the pencil lay as it fell across the paper, and an alphabetic message told us-- We have tried to do as you asked,
but our power is exhausted. Class XI....
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