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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1861 edition. Excerpt: . II. IN THE EMBLEMS OF FREEMASONRY. There is a divine and
hidden science whose origin can only be discovered by the wavering lights of tradition, whose doctrines and
purposes are enveloped in sacred mysteries. It is now degenerated into a society of gluttons and wine-bibbers,
who yawn while their Masters expound to them those emblems which have excited the wonder of the greatest
philosophers of the past, and who deem that the richest gem of freemasonry is the banquet which closes the
labour of the Lodge. And yet this order can boast of some learned and intellectual men, who endeavour to find
the key to the hidden language of symbols, and who appreciate at its true value the high honours which the
initiated are permitted to enjoy. In spite of the abuses with which it has been degraded, in spite of the sneers
with which the ignorant revile it, this institution still possesses much that is holy and sublime. No feelings can be
compared with those which a young man feels when, attired in strange array, blind-folded, the dagger pointed
to his naked leJ breast, he is led through the mystic labyrinth, whose intricate ways are emblematical of the
toilsome wanderings of his soul. The strains of solemn music--the mysterious words--the low knock at the
portal--the sudden blaze of light--and the strange sight which await his eyes feeble and fluttering from their
long imprisonment. What awe he feels, as kneeling on his right...
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