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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. (P. O. Box 37050, Washington, D. C. 20013) : U. S. General Accounting
OEice, 2000 OCLC Number: ocm45298018 Subject: Parental kidnapping -- Prevention -- International
cooperation. Excerpt: . . . B-284189 information about the abducted child might not be entered into the system
to alert law enforcement in time to stop an abduction. It also indicated that information on the abducted child
might be removed prematurely before 11 the child is returned. Although several agencies may be involved in
international parental child The Case-tracking Process abduction cases, the federal government does not have
a comprehensive Has Weaknesses information system to track agency activities or ensure that these agencies
are taking all appropriate measures. The State Department and the National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children have separate databases that track international parental abduction cases. A Justice Department
database tracks criminal cases brought against child-abducting parents. These databases are not integrated
and use diEerent criteria to categorize cases, actions, and results. As a consequence, the incidence of abduction
cases, agency actions on those cases, and their results cannot be quickly or easily determined across agencies.
The lack of an integrated, comprehensive database has also led to program management problems such as
duplication of eEort between agencies. For example, a caseworker in the State Departments OEice of Childrens
Issues made inquiries to a foreign central authority on one case only to find that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation had located the child and closed its case a month earlier. This caseworker also told us that his
oEice and the Bureau oIen make duplicate inquiries to foreign central authorities on the same case. In
addition, States case-tracking process cannot provide information on all reasons...
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