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foot Yacht, the Mary E, which was moored in the harbor, when an explosion aboard shattered the still of the
night while many of the residents were either in bed asleep or about to go to bed and sent the yacht to the
bottom of the shallow harbor. The Explosion was heard by Newport Beach police officers Lawrence Goddard
and George W. Calihan who were on patrol in the area. They saw the boat sinking and called the fire
department. The two officers saw Bud and Louise running hand in hand near Bay Avenue and A Street. The
boat was boarded at 11:52 P.M. by Robert Myers of the Newport Beach Fire Department and he found the
bodies of Walter and Beulah Overell. Members of the Coast Guard arrived shortly and took the bodies to the
Baltz Mortuary. At this point, murder was not suspected. A preliminary autopsy found the Overells were killed
by injuries to their heads which could not have been caused by the explosion. The Overell s daughter Louise and
her boyfriend, George (Bud) Rector Gollum, were the last to have been aboard with them. Unexploded
dynamite was found aboard and evidence was found that Gollum, along with Louise, had purchased the
dynamite the day before the explosion. They were arrested and charged four days after the murder. Evidence
was overwhelming. The motive: The Overells opposed the wedding and told Gollum and Louise that Louise
would be disinherited if they wed...
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